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The Lord is our judge, our lawgiver, and our king, he will care for us and save us.
Isaiah 33.22

The spiritually discerned may note the elements of a tripartite government sourced and centered in Yahweh described by the prophet Isaiah above; judge, lawgiver and king are the judicial, legislative and executive branches of our original jurisdiction of government.

The benchmark for checking one’s conduct as a sovereign is the scriptures.

The right to freedom being the gift of God Almighty…’the Rights of the colonialists as Christians’…may be best understood by reading and carefully studying the institutes of the Great Lawgiver…which are to be found clearly written and promulgated in the New Testament.

Samuel Adams, “Rights of the Colonialists”, 1772 

The colonial period in America resulted from an impetus of transformation of society that rested on the pagan idea of the natural inequality of man—one’s value was considered only to the extent that they aggrandized the state from their stagnate station in life. Such oppression was the norm when Rome was at its zenith.

Christianity countered this pagan position extolling man’s divine image, equality and independent value superior to the state. It took four centuries to transform society from the pagan model to the Christian worldview. The contrast befuddled the mind until the reformation ushered in a new spirit. The idea that man was created for the state was dealt a death blow. The corrupt political world was intellectually challenged by those who knew that government was to protect justice. 
Christianity germinated in Asia, but when in Europe it developed and became the foundation of modern society. However, as people came to America populations did not center in locales determined by the geographic and weather factors of Asia and Europe. Community was not stifled, but open and able to breathe a new life into the establishment of society—not to recreate, but to perfect its development (adapted from Arnold Guyot. Physical Geography, 1873).

The reader may note church history documents the first Century Church as a cult among the Jews (v. Ysraelites), it grew to become a subculture and finally the dominant culture.

In America the Church began as the dominant culture, reduced itself to a subculture and today is a mere cult. Few are consecrated to anything higher than denominational party line. Interestingly enough, the word denominate means to divide by naming or numbering. How is this consistent with the unity of biblical covenant?

While the Master Builder developed Asia and Europe in preparation for America; the past practices were temporal as history has borne out. If America reverts to the past it, too, shall pass.

America stands [as] a model which other nations will carefully copy, in due time, as they can adapt themselves and change their institutions. There may be no literal copy or close imitation, but there is little doubt that the spirit and true sense of our Declaration of Independence will finally mould the structure and control the workings of all governments.
Charles Bancroft. The Footprints of time, 1879

A historical note may prove interesting. It appears that colonies play a part in humanizing the mother country; Greece and Rome upon Asia, Carthage upon Tyre and America upon England. While improvements took thousands of years in Asia, Greece developed intellectually and independently to impact political life. Rome consolidated and organized government further without abandoning Greek civilization. From there Western societies benefited from the wisdom of the ancient societies. Asia (the oriental model) conquered and enslaved, the Roman model conquered and incorporated under the Pax Romana without the benefit of representation gradually becoming influenced by Hellenistic and Hebrew thought. 
Savagery matured to a sense of right and wrong. But Rome was weakened by the weight of sacrificing liberty for union in order to maintain itself. The lack of representation was her weak link. Her assemblies were populated by nobles. Others were relegated to their stagnate stations in life for the benefit of the state. Delegated authority was not from the people to the state, but from the state to the generals for military matters and prefects for civil (v. civilian) matters. Her immense reach became impossible as Rome reverted to imposition to maintain. The result was centralized despotism.
The English model avoided growth by conquest because federalism permitted peaceful unity—a practice among the city communities of Greece for the mutual benefit of protection.

Wherever we find [Western] tribes settling down over a wide area, we find them holding their primary assemblies…Everywhere, too we find some attempt at representative assemblies…But nowhere save in England does the representative principle become firmly established, at first in county meetings..limiting powers…It was only in England that it was successfully put into practice and became the dominant political idea…In America [it] was worked out even more completely than in Britain. 
By the thirteenth century a coalition between nobles, gentry, political burghers and labor developed to counter the pretentions of the Crown. Centralization was confronted and representative government was applied on a national scale in light of a watershed year in history— 1265 at Westminster. 

       
(adapted from John Fiske. The Beginnings of New England, 1889)
Political freedom’s fundamental law of justice is: no taxation without representation. Five hundred years later the colonists would defend this law through the Stamp Act Congress.
While others colonized lands America colonized ideas. Enter the Church.
The first century Church was simply Gospel.  The ekklesia (Gk. assembly) was informal and home-based. The effect of the Gospel was covenantal community and association—koinonia (Gk. a uniquely bonding and sharing community). Everywhere the ekklesia existed they were little republics, local communities of common ideas and hope that distinguished them from the entire world.
(adapted from Leonard Bacon.  Genesis of the New England Churches, 1874)

Less than 300 years later Constantine ushered in the Episcopal form of church government in which the authority of the Bishop extended over many congregations, and a distinction between clergy and laity embarked. The polity of republics was replaced by dependence upon the mother church.
A tendency to monarchy begins to develop in what was at first a simple republic. The principle of equality and fraternity begins to be superseded by the spirit of authority and subordination. 
          (Leonard Bacon 1874)

A.D. 1370-1555, One hundred and fifty years before Luther, John Wycliffe—the morning star of the Reformation—promoted finding rest in Christ the one mediator as a return to the primitive Gospel.

Around 1550 A.D. it was the Puritans who opposed the government of the Church of England protesting for a return to the simple Gospel.  They were subjected to the Act of Uniformity and their private assemblies were suppressed by fines and imprisonment.
A.D. 1558-1567: Oppression rekindled investigation of the scriptures, which in turn led to questions as to whether the National Church of England was really a legitimate church of Christ. That ecclesiastico-political organization had no resemblance to the true church in England; therefore, private judgment and conviction led to separation from the positively anti-Christian institution of the state Church of England, but not without severe penalty upon the Puritans.
New churches of the Lord’s free people asserting their Rights and covenants with each other shook off the yoke of bondage. By 1607 A. D. they were meeting in their rural homes and became spiritually revived and quickened through the preaching of the Gospel much to the astonishment of the promulgators of the status quo. 

Soon they made their way to other lands under persecution; yet, their conduct seemed to bear out their witness.  Their cause became famous because their neighbors knew they were men and women of peace, good character and work ethic. Some were highly educated. In fact, they were highly advanced in many fields of endeavor, and still they were hunted down as they fled from their homeland. Their intellectual superiority and notable humility was attributed to their study of the scriptures.
“It is remarkable how men of comprehensive views, and free from sectarian bias, have agreed with regard to THE REPUBLICANISM OF CHRISTIANITY. ‘Christianity,’ says Montesquieu, ‘is a stranger to despotic power.’”
Edwin Hall. The Puritans and Their Principles, 1846
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